
Page 1 of 5 
 

Quorn Fields Farm Sale 1974 

Quorn Fields Farm was situated down a 
long track off Barrow Road, now known 
as Flesh Hovel Lane. The original part of 
the farmhouse was erected in the 
eighteenth century. The Chaplin family 
farmed and owned the farm for some 
years and in 1937 Donald and Marjory 
Hickling took on the tenancy. They 
farmed there until the sale by the then 
owner Mrs Chipperfield. The Hickling’s 
were the last to farm at Quorn Fields 
Farm. After the 1974 sale it became a 
private residence, and the land converted to forestry. 

 

Don and Marjorie with son Ken and daughter Pat, 
in the dining room at Quorn Fields Farm 

Quorn Fields Farm when the Hicklings lived there 

Don and Marjorie in the dining room at Quorn 
Fields Farm 

Don Hickling with Ken at Quorn Fields Farm with 
a short horned bull about1947. 

Ken at Quorn Fields Farm with a friesian bull. Note 
the haystack with its thatched topping. 1955. 
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Donald and Marjory had two children, Ken and Pam. Ken helped out on the farm as well. 
In addition to their own fields they rented other fields in the area. As well as a dairy herd, 
there were pigs, chickens, and arable farming. Everyone helped out with the milking and 
six churns of milk a day were taken to a stand at the end of the lane on Barrow Road 
ready for collection by the dairy. 

The fields, Ken recalls, were regularly flooded all 
around the farmhouse. The cellar would fill with 
water, resulting in a mad rush to remove the meat 
and food stuffs stored there. Surprisingly, water never 
entered the house, stopping just short at the patio.  
There was no mains water or electricity supply 
although they did have their own generator and Ken 
remembers fetching water from the well for the 
animals and the house before going to school. There 
was an Elsan toilet, and all the cooking was carried 
out on the farmhouse range in the kitchen.  

The sale of the Beef Cattle and the Agricultural 
Implements took place on the 16th September 1974 
and the Farm sale followed on 30th September 1974. 
The sale documents follow on the next pages.  

 

By Dennis Marchant after talking to Ken Hickling 

October 2023 

Ken Hickling at Quorn Fields Farm 
with his dog 

Young Ken Hickling with the pigs at Quorn Fields Farm, 1940 

Pat Hickling at Quorn Fields Farm 
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