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The Baptist Church at Sawley dates back to 1766, when meetings were
held in a thatched house on Wilne Road.

These early Baptists suffered much persecution, but in 1783 Joseph
Parkinson provided a larger building and Mr John Stenson

provided the seating.
In 1800 the larger part of the present chapel was built at a cost of £300.
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Transported to Tasmania
in 1821 on the

“Richmond” for stealing
80 pounds of tea from the

house of Robert Freer.
Sentenced to death, then
reprieved and became a

policeman and respected
landowner.

Lived in Bothwell.
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