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James Henry Pell, 75 Meeting Street, Quorn 
 
Ethel Louisa Bennett was from 
Oundle in Northamptonshire, and in 
1908 when she was 22 
and unmarried, she gave 
birth to a daughter, Ethel 
Mary in Oundle 
Workhouse. In 1911 she 
found herself back in the 
same workhouse, where 
her son, James Henry 
Bennett was born.   
 
A few years after James’ 
birth, Ethel met John 
Harvey Pell, a widower who 
was twenty years older than her. The couple married and John brought the 
children up as own, and they both took his surname. John and Ethel went on to have 
their own child, Margaret, born in 1915, but sadly she died aged only three years old.  
 
By 1918 the Pells had moved 
to Quorn, to join John’s elder 
brother Isaiah and his family. 
They moved next door to 
Isaiah, into a tiny cottage on 
Alma Terrace, off Meeting 
Street.  
 
When James Henry Pell left 
school he went to work at the 
granite quarry at Mountsorrel, 
and then in 1935, at the age of 
24 he married Eva Brown from 
Nottinghamshire. They set up 
home further down the road at 
what is now 75 Meeting Street.  
 

In 1937 their son Cyril was born, but when 
war broke out two years later, they were 
worried for his safety, and sent Cyril to live 
with his maternal grandparents in 
Harworth and Bircotes in north 
Nottinghamshire. When the war finished 
Cyril stayed with his grandparents as he 
was settled at school there, but James 
and Eva remained in Quorn. In his later 
life, Cyril didn’t talk about his childhood, 
but his granddaughter Angie feels that he 
knew he had missed out. 
 
James and Eva lived in Quorn for all their 
married life. Unfortunately James 

suffered from ill health, and died in 1971 aged 59. After his death Eva 
moved back to north Nottinghamshire and died in 1992, aged 80.  
 
The documents on the next page all belonged to James Henry Bennett/Pell.  

Eva and James Henry Pell. Eva is 
holding her grandson (Cyril’s son) 

75 Meeting Street in 2019 
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The certificate on the right was required when a 
child wanted to leave school and start paid 
employment. In this case, although James was 
known as James Henry Pell, there was no official 
name change, so this certificate had to be 
completed in his original surname of Bennett. 
 
The document below is a life assurance policy that 
James and Eva took out in 1947, so that Eva would 
have a lump sum of £40 if James died, or they 
would have £40 together if he survived until 1963 – 
which of course he did. 

 

To the right is James’ last driving licence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


